
  

Jan.                                                                                                                                                                        2012     

     CELEBRATING THE SESQUICENTENNIAL OF THE WAR FOR SOUTHERN INDEPENDENCE          

Ed Allegretti - 1  Lt. Commander                                                                       Doug Jefcoat - 2  Lt. Commander  st nd

 601-422-0987                                                                                                                                            601-425-5485  

                                                                        CoCo Roberts - Commander                                            

                                                                                     601-428-5570

Adjutant                                   Historian Don Green

Cotton Norris - 601-426-2949                                   601-270-5316

ALERT ! ALERT ! ALERT !              

                     

Well, here we go again, another year.  Some more time to further our agenda in the SCV.  This month, as always, gives

us the opportunity to honor two of the REAL heroes in our country’s history, Generals Robert E. Lee / Stonewall Jackson.

Two men who not only fought for the U. S. and served the military for many years but, also fought for the C S A. when

they knew it was correct to do so.  These men also professed Christ as their savior and while not forcing  others to believe

as they did, they always were Christlike examples for the men they commanded.  By attending church services in camp

where ever they may be.  Encouraging the men under their command to attend, not forcing them in anyway but just letting

everyone be aware that services were being held and all were welcome to attend.  Stonewall Jackson’s servant said he

could always sense when something big was about to take place, because he would peek in to check on General Jackson

and he would be on his knees praying for a long time.  Of course on the field of battle these two leaders of men were

phenomenal.  They knew what each wanted almost without talking.  All General Lee had to do was give General Jackson

an idea and it was as good as done.  He never had to go into detail with him because Jackson knew what had to be done

to accomplish the task at hand.  We often wonder why Jackson was taken so soon, especially with all the success he was

having.  He may not have actually said this but, in the movie “Gods and Generals”, he and some of his fellow generals

were riding together and the subject came up of do you think you will make it through this conflict.  Several gave their

comments and General Jackson was asked.  He basically said that if the Confederacy was not to be successful in her

endeavor to become a nation that he’d rather not live to see it.  We all know what happened in his case.  General Lee, as

far as anyone knows, was never heard to say anything similar.  However, there is one thing he said that many people either



do not know, do not care to repeat, or have simply forgotten.  Everybody likes to remember his words when telling his

former warriors to go home and become good citizens, good Americans once again and begin to rebuild the country.  What

many people never heard him say publically was when several former Confederates along with  the Texas war governor,

F. S. Stockdale, met with U. S. General Rosecrans, current Minister to Mexico, at White Sulphur Springs in West VA.,

in August of 1868.  The meeting was for the purpose of Gen. Rosecrans to confer with various representatives of the

former Confederacy and have an in person discussion following a letter from Rosecrans to General Lee stating some

rumors he had heard among people of the Republican party about the attitude of the Southern people not willing to let the

war end.  This is an account of what took place after the meeting .  As everyone was leaving the room this was related to

Dr. Robert Lewis Dabney by former governor Stockdale.  Governor Stockdale said Lee was the last to leave the room,

when Lee closed the door and thanked him for some comments he made to Rosecrans during the meeting.  Then he

added:”Governor, if I had foreseen the use these people desired to make of their victory, there would have been no

surrender at Appomattox, no, sir, not by me.  Had I foreseen these results of subjugation, I would have preferred to die

at Appomattox with my brave men, my sword in this right hand.”  Lee never left anything of this or of something similar,

so technically it is second hand testimony. Though a Colonel T.M.R. Talcott did say that Lee had said something close

to what Stockdale reported.  Some believed it and some did not.  This has not changed.  However, there is no real reason

to doubt it.  Everyone has their limits and Gen. Lee was no different.  There were probably many things he would have

liked to have said publicly, but he was one of the voices of the South and the country that people respected and to whom

they listened, just as we should today.  As we all know, he did not draw his sabre that day and continue fighting.  However,

we should keep an eye on certain people and groups.  One of those places and groups is Washington D.C., and as General

Lee when referring to the enemy as those people, we need to do the same and keep a close watch on the descendants of

those people, because now our own representatives are a part of them.  So, we know that General Lee did not draw his

sabre at Appomattox, but if and when the times comes, we need to be prepared to draw ours and begin where he ended.

UPCOMING EVENTS

                                                                                      

Our annual Robert E. Lee / Stonewall Jackson

supper celebration will be held on Saturday 28 , atth

Bethlehem Baptist Church, with doors opening at

5PM  and festivities beginning at 5:30, with the

posting and saluting the colors with the invocation

and blessing of our food following.  As always, the

youth group of the church will be in charge of the

fixins and serving everybody.  Of course we will give

away a few things.   We may give Nancy Ford away

this and just check out things until next year and

listen to see if everything got just a bit quieter.  Carl

would probably appreciate the break.  Of course

whomever we give her to might not care for it.  Oh

well, we all have our burdens.  There will be a

section where we always honor Lee - Jackson and a

portion of the evening there will be a tribute from

our piper, with a tune called “Flowers of the Forest”,

for all the people we each have known that have

gone to be with the Lord.  Somewhere in the midst of

all this we’re going to have a speaker.  He’s reeeeaal

good and most of all, our largest pre-requiset , he’s

cheap.  We will end the evening by singing Old

Lang’s Syne and Dixie!!

REMEMBER

RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE BY       

TUES. 24  BY 5 PMTH

$15.00 PER PERSON

IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND PLEASE CALL

AND LET GEORGE OR CARL KNOW

IF YOU DO NOT CALL AND INFORM THEM

THEN YOU ARE STILL EXPECTED TO PAY

FOR FURTHER INFO CALL - W - 601-649-1867

OR 601-428-5570 - EMAIL - csaford@hotmail.com 

or georgejaynes1953@yahoo.com 

We certainly hope y’all will be able to join us and

help celebrate two great men and the Cause for

which they gave their all.

FOR ALL THE PEOPLE IN THE LAUREL

AREA.  TAKE A LOOK AT THE SIGN ON 16TH

AVE. ACROSS FROM KIM’S TOYOTA ON

MONDAY 16  & TUESDAY 17  TH TH

              

SALEM CEMETERY CLEANUP

TENTATIVE DATE JAN. 21ST

The cleanup is still tentatively a go for Sat. Jan. 21 . st

However, I am still in the process of getting approval

by way of the proper forms to be on 

Desoto National Forest Land & Cleaning/Restoration

procedures so that none of us will be fines $125.00

per person or worse.  The Park Service has transferred

me to a multitude of different people on several calls,

leading me to a person who was “out of the office”

each time.  I have yet to-date too receive a call back.  I

have tried here in the New Year, no answer at their

office what-so-ever.  I will attempt to make a trip to

the Wiggins Office this week as I want to get a Yea or

Nay asap so we can meet our Jan. 21 date.  If I cannot

make progress on this, we may have to move the

cleanup/restoration work to a later date.  This would

be unfortunate as most of you know how busy we get
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with events beginning I late February through late

May.  Then it’s miserably hot also.  I’ll keep everyone

posted as to my progress.

Don Green 

QUITMAN REENACTM ENT INFO

The Battle for Texas Hospital at Quitman

Feb. 24,25, & 26th

Friday - Check In

Sat. - Memorial at Monument

          Memorial at Confederate Cemetery

          Battle at 2 P M

          Dance 7 P. M. Until

Sun. - 8 AM - Noon (attend local church of your

choice).

           Battle at 2 P. M.

There will be sutlers for the re-enactors and food tents

will be set up on Sat. Morning.  Band will begin

playing at 11:30 AM.  Local talent has also been

invited to participate.  This is an abbreviated

schedule.

CONTACT INFO: lpfoley@hughes.net

aaronaver@yahoo.com  Ddcarlin@bellsouth.net  Or

smalltownmayor@gmail.com 

THIS IS A VERY GOOD EVENT TO

PARTICIPATE IN OR TO VISIT AND BRING

SOMEONE.  IT IS LOCATED AT ARCHUSA

WATER PARK NEAR QUITMAN.  VERY

PRETTY AND WELL MAINTAINED STATE

PARK  AND NOT VERY FAR TO TRAVEL.

 

 NATCHEZ SPRING PILGRIMAGE THANG!

This year the festivities will be held on Saturday

morning the 17  of March, from 9 AM - 12:30 PMth

We will be making reservations for the night of the

16  at Days Inn on Hwy. 61 South.  Carl gets anth

elderly discount, or a past your prime type of thing, or

your over 65 situation or the fact that you were alive

during the War discount!!  That’s it.  Anyway, the rest

of us get a great discount because Carl is near

mummification.  Lets hear it for Carl!  Oh well, he

can’t hear it anyway!  The Ratcliffe family has been

contacted and are looking forward to our visit with

them as always.  Hopefully we’ll have some pickin

and grinnin from Terry and the boys.  We look

forward to the Natchez camp and the Crystal Springs

gang coming over to hoop “n” holler a little bit. What

is really a thrill to hear, besides all of us singing Dixie 

is having Randy Harvey of the Crystal Springs camp,

recite a writing entitled “I Am Their Flag” from

memory, with him holding the Battle Flag in one hand

and the breeze just unfurling it to the maximum.  As

always we have a good time with the tourists, no

matter if they are from next door in Alabama or from

as far away as France.  It’s always a good time to be

had.  Then the Ratcliffe’s feed us out on the front

porch with some good ol KFC and biscuits and

whatever else they can find laying around.  So, put

this down on your calendar and mark it FUN!!

  

APRIL - CONFEDERATE HERITAGE MONTH

April 1  - Marion Memorial will be held at 2 PM.st

At the Marion Confederate Cemetery North of

Meridian off Hwy. 39, turn onto Confederate Dr.

To your left it will be about 1-2 miles on the right.

April - Brandon M emorial - Brandon City

Cemetery.

April 29  - Lauderdale Springs Memorial. th

Sponsored by both UDC chapters and both SCV

camps of M eridian.  This is usually around 3 PM.  

April 30  - Monday downtown Meridian at 1:00th

PM .  Again hosted by both UDC chapters and

SCV camps.

April 30  - Ellisville at 4:15 PM  by theth

Confederate monument.  There will be a short

speech and a three round salute.

April 30  - Laurel at 5:15 PM by the Confederateth

monument.  There will be a speech and a three

round salute.

These are memorials that are usually held each

year and as of this writing this is all the

information we have on these.  There may be

others that are planned for April or May and as

we find out about them they will be reported or

announced

THE SWORD OF ROBERT E. LEE
FROM SELECTED POEMS OF

FATHER ABRAM J. RYAN
“Poet of the Confederacy”

Forth from its scabbard, pure and bright,

Flashed the sword of Lee!

Far in the front of the deadly fight,

High o’er the brave in the cause of Right,

Its stainless sheen, like a beacon light,

Led us to Victory.

Out of its scabbard, where, full long,

mailto:aaronaver@yahoo.com
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It slumbered peacefully,

Roused from its rest by the battle’s song,

Shielding the feeble, smiting the strong,

Guarding the right, avenging the wrong,

Gleamed the sword of Lee.

Forth from its scabbard, high in the air

Beneath Virginia’s sky —

And they who saw it gleaming there,

And knew who bore it, knelt to swear

That where that sword led they would dare

To follow — and to die.

Out of its scabbard! Never hand

Waved sword from stain as free,

Nor purer sword led braver band,

Nor braver bled for a brighter land,

Nor brighter land had cause so grand,

Nor cause a chief like Lee!

Forth from its scabbard! How we prayed

That sword might victor be;

And when our triumph was delayed,

We still hoped on while gleamed the blade

Of noble Robert Lee.

Forth from its scabbard all in vain

Bright flashed the sword of Lee;

‘Tis shrouded now in its sheath again,

It sleeps the sleep of our noble slain,

Defeated, yet without a stain,

Proudly and peacefully.

 

QUOTE  ABOUT GOVERNMENT

Were we directed from Washington when to sow,

and when to reap, we should soon want bread.

---------Thomas Jefferson,

Autobiography

ELECTION YEAR

     The Democrats, split over the question of slavery,

produced splinter groups that nominated three

candidates whose combined popular vote smothered

Lincoln, 2,810,501 to a mere 1,866,352.  However,

the peculiarity of the electoral system gave the Illinois

lawyer the victory, 180 to 123, enabling him to

become President of a nation already painfully

divided on a vital issue, all of his electoral votes

coming from the Northern states.  In Texas he

collected not a single vote, popular or electoral; he

was not allowed on the ballot.  But the most shocking

fact was that in the Southern states, which he must

now try to govern, he received less than 100,000 votes

in all.  Tragedy became inescapable, and men of all

parties sensed it.

JEFFERSON DAVIS’ FAREWELL ADDRESS

Senate Chamber, U. S. Capitol, January 21, 1861

I rise, Mr. President [John C. Breckinridge], for the

purpose of announcing to the Senate that I have

satisfactory evidence that the State of Mississippi, by

a solemn ordinance of her people in convention

assembled, has declared her separation from the

United States.  Under these circumstances, of course

my functions are terminated here.  It has seemed to me

proper, however, that I should appear in the Senate to

announce that fact to my associates, and I will say but

very little more.  The occasion does not invite me to

go into argument; and my physical condition would

not permit me to do so if it were otherwise; and yet it

seems to become me to say something on the part of

the State I here represent, on an occasion so solemn as

this.

It is known to Senators who have served with me here,

that I have for many years advocated, as an essential

attribute of State sovereignty, the right of a State to

secede from the Uniion.  Therefore, if I had not

believed there was justifiable cause; if I had thought

that Mississippi was acting without sufficient

provocation, or without an existing necessity, I should

still, under my theory of the Government, because of

my allegiance to the State of which I am a citizen,

have been bound by her action.  I, however, may be

permitted to say that I do think she has justifiable

cause, and I approve of her act.  I conferred with her

people before that act was taken, counseled them then

that if the state of things which the6y apprehended

should exist when the convention met, they should

take the action which they have now adopted.

I hope none who hear me will confound this

expression of mine with the advocacy of the right of a

State to remain in the Union, and to disregard its

constitutional obligations by the nullification of the

law.  Such is not my theory.  Nullification and

secession, so often confounded, are indeed

antagonistic principles.  Nullification is a remedy

which it is sought to apply within the Union, and

against the agent of the States.  It is only to be

justified when the agent has violated his constitutional

obligation, and a State, assuming to judge for itself,

States themselves, and when the people of the States,

have so acted as to convince us that they will not

regard our constitutional rights, then, and then for the

first time, arises the doctrine of secession in its



practical application.

A great man who now reposes with his fathers, and

who has been often arraigned for a want of fealty to

the Union, advocated the doctrine of nullification,

because it preserved the Union.  It was because of his

deep-seated attachment to the Union, his

determination to find some remedy for existing ills

short of a severance of the ties which bound South

Carolina to the other States, that Mr. [John C.]

Calhoun advocated the doctrine of nullification, which

he proclaimed to be peaceful, to be peaceful, to be

within the limits of State power, not to disturb the

Union, but only to be a means of bringing the agent

before the tribunal of the States for their judgment.

Secession belongs to a different class of remedies.  It

is to be justified upon the basis that the States are

sovereign.  There was a time when none denied it.  I

hope the time may come again, when a better

comprehension of the theory of our Government, and

the inalienable rights of the people of the States, will

prevent any one from denying that each State is a

sovereign, and thus may reclaim the grants which it

has made too any agent whomsoever.

I therefore say I concur in the action of the people of

Mississippi, believing it to be necessary and proper,

and should have been bound by their action if my

belief had been otherwise; and this brings me to the

important point which I wish on this last occasion to

present to the Senate.  It is by this confounding of

nullification and secession that the name of a great

man, whose ashes now mingle with his mother earth,

has been invoked to justify coercion against a seceded

State.  The phrase “to execute the laws,” was an

expression which General Jackson applied to the case

of a State refusing to obey the laws while yet a

member of the Union.  That is not the case which is

now presented.  The laws are to be executed over the

United States, and upon the people of the United

States.  They have no relation to any foreign country. 

It is a perversion of terms, at least it is a great

misapprehension of the case, which cites that

expression for application to a State which has

withdrawn from the Union.  You may make war on a

foreign State.  If it be the purpose of gentlemen, they

may make war against a State which has withdrawn

from the Union; but there are no laws of the United

States to be executed within the limits of a seceded

State.  A State finding herself in the condition in

which Mississippi has judged she is, in which her

safety requires that she should provide for the

maintenance of her rights out of the Union, surrenders

all the benefits, (and they are know to be many,)

deprives herself of the advantages, (they are known to

be great,) severs all the ties of affection, (and they are

close and enduring,) which have bound her to the

Union; and thus divesting herself of every benefit,

taking upon herself every burden, she claims to be

exempt from any power to execute the laws of the

United States within her limits. 

I well remember an occasion when Massachusetts was

arraigned before the bar of the Senate, and when then

the doctrine of coercion was rife and to be applied

against her because of the rescue of a fugitive slave in

Boston.  My opinion then was the same that it is now. 

Not in a spirit of egotism, but to show that I am not

influenced in my opinion because the case is my own,

I refer to that time and that occasion as containing the

opinion which I then entertained, and on which my

present conduct is based.  I then said, if

Massachusetts, following her through a stated line of

conduct, chooses to take the last step which separated

her from the Union, it is her right to go, and I will

neither vote one dollar nor one man to coerce her

back; but will say to her, God speed, in memory of the

kind associations which once existed between her and

the other States.

It has been a conviction of pressing necessity, it has

been a belief that we are to be deprived in the Union

of the rights which our fathers bequeathed to us,

which has brought Mississippi into her present

decision.  She has heard proclaimed the theory that all

men are created free and equal, and this make the

basis of an attack upon her social institutions; and the

sacred Declaration of Independence has been invoked

to maintain the position of the equality of the races. 

That Declaration of Independence is to be construed

by the circumstances and purposes for which it was

made.  The communities were declaring their

independence; the people of those communities were

asserting that no man was born — to use the language

of Mr. Jefferson–booted and spurred to ride over the

rest of mankind; that men were created equal–meaning

the men of the political community; that there was no

place descended to families, but that all stations were

equally within the grasp of each member of the body-

politic.  These were the great principles they

announced; these were the purposes for which they

made their else, how happened it that among the items

of arraignment made against George III was that he

endeavored to do just what the North has been

endeavoring of late to do – to stir up insurrection

among our slaves?  Had the Declaration announced

that the negroes were free and equal, how was the

Prince to be arraigned for stirring up insurrection

among them?  And how was this to be enumerated



among the high crimes which caused the colonies to

sever their connection with the mother country? 

When our Constitution was formed, the same idea was

rendered more palpable, for there we find provision

made for that very class of persons as property; they

were not put upon the footing of equality with white

men–not even upon that of paupers and convicts; but,

so far as representation was concerned, were

discriminated against as a lower caste, only to be

represented in the numerical proportion of three fifths.

Then, Senators, we recur to the compact which binds

us together; we recur to the principles upon which our

Government was founded; and when you deny them,

and when you deny to us the right to withdraw from a

Government which thus perverted threatens to be

destructive of our rights, we but tread in the path of

our fathers when we proclaim our independence, and

take the hazard.  This is done not in hostility to others,

not to injure any section of the country, not even for

our own pecuniary benefit; but from the high land

solemn motive of defending and protecting the rights

we inherited, and which it is our sacred duty to

transmit unshorn to our children.

I find in myself, perhaps, a type of the general feeling

of my constituents towards yours.  I am sure I feel no

hostility to you, Senators from the North.  I am sure

there is not one of you, whatever sharp discussion

there may have been between us, to whom I cannot

now say, in the presence of my God, I wish you well;

and such, I am sure, is the feeling of the people whom

I represent towards those whom you represent.  I

therefore feel that I but express their desire when I say

I hope, and they hope, for peaceful relations with you,

though waw must part.  They may be mutually

beneficial to us in the future, as they have been in the

past, if you so will it.  The reverse may bring disaster

on every portion of the country; and if you will have it

thus, we will invoke the God of our fathers, who

delivered them from the power of the lion, to protect

us from the ravages of the bear; and thus, putting our

trust in God and in our own firm hearts and strong

arms, we will vindicate the right as best we may.

In the course of my service here, associated at

different times with a great variety of Senators, I see

now around me some with whom I have served long;

there have been points of collision; but whatever of

offense there has been to me, I leave here; I carry with

me no hostile remembrance.  Whatever offense I have

given which has not been redressed, or for which

satisfaction has not been demanded, I have, Senators,

in this hour of our parting, to offer you my apology for

any pain which, in heat of discussion, I have inflicted. 

I go hence unencumbered of the remembrance of any

injury received, and having discharged the duty of

making the only reparation in my power for any injury

offered.

Mr. President, and Senators, having made the

announcement which the occasion seemed to me to

require, it only remains to me to bid you a final adieu.

From The Papers of Jefferson Davis, Vol. 7, pp. 18-

23.  Transcribed from the Congressional Globe,

36  Congress, 2  Session, p. 487.th nd

Editors Note: Ask yourself, does this sound like a

man who was a fire breathing secessionist and a

war hawk, that just could not wait to part ways

with long time friends and colleagues.

   

ANOTHER APPROPRIATE QUOTE

“Who controls the past,” ran the Party slogan,

“controls the future: who controls the present

controls the past.”  -----George Orwell, 1984

STRATEGY and TACTICS

By

CARL FORD

In our political endeavors to save the South, we need

to settle on a strategy and develop the tactics to

accomplish it.  We might want to emulate our

forebears who had a broad, flexible strategy to further

the spiritual, cultural, economic and political well

being of the South.  Secession was and is a tactic

within the broad strategy.  They tried to reform the

system and only seceded when left with no other

choice.  Our ancestors didn’t campaign on the issue of

secession.  The theory of secession and nullification

and their pros and cons were debated as tactics.  They

addressed the issues of the day and got elected to be in

a position to do what was necessary.

Our ancestors were not ready for secession until all

options were exhausted and they were more united in

political philosophy than we are today.  While there

have been sporadic efforts to better our situation, such

as the Dixiecrats, George Wallace and Nixon’s

Southern strategy, there have been no systematic

efforts to follow through.

Several years ago I attended a conference in Monroe,

LA. Where Tom Landess, former editor of The

Southern Partisan, spoke on whether to try to reform



the Republican party or to start a third party.  He gave

all the reasons that both were impossible, then wound

up recommending that we do both at the same time.  I

think he is right, although I would not give up on the

Democrats just yet.  It is evident we don’t think the

Republican party is our salvation, or we wouldn’t be

having this discussion.

The reason we should use both major parties and

independent movements at the same time is that we all

have a tendency to view politics from our own

bailiwick.  Each county and state are different.  In my

state of Mississippi, some counties have a majority or

near majority of “minority voters”.  It wouldn’t be

wise to run a third candidate in these cases.  The entire

state is problematic for a third candidate, if winning is

the object.

My definition of reforming the Republican or any

party is to put the hurt on them until you get their

attention.  My proposal is to start a “movement”

composed of Democrats, Republicans and third

parties, whose members are more loyal to the

Southern Cause than to their party of choice.  By

working together, maybe we can get the attention of

the major parties.  States have different election and

party registration laws.  Depending on the deadline to

change party registration, we could decide in a given

race to have all our members register in the party we

intend to impact nominating our friends or defeating

our enemies.  The way we help our party is not by

supporting them right or wrong.  Like a child, it

should be disciplined, not indulged, when it strays

from its principles.

Mike Crane, of the SCV and Southern Party of

Georgia, has shown how few votes it takes to sway a

primary or general election in most cases.  In some

areas of the South, The Republican primaries have

relatively few voters.  We can leverage our numbers

by participating in them.  In other areas, it might be

the Democrats who have the fewest primary votes.  I

find nothing inconsistent with a “movement”

Southerner voting for the best in the Republican

primary and Independent or Democrat in the general.

The primary reason there is not a dimes worth of

difference in the parties is because we don’t actively

engage in the primaries, or seek seats on the county

and state major party executive committees.  If we are

ever to be successful with a third party, a little basic

training playing with the big boys wouldn’t hurt. 

Most people don’t vote in the primaries, then

bellyache because the liberals have left them no

choice.

There are at least three electoral tactics that come to

mind.  The most obvious and perhaps the most

difficult is to run to win.  This is better used on the

local level using whatever party local demographics

dictate.  Second is to convert an incumbent to our

cause.  Third is to have a willing candidate run not to

win, but to accomplish a strategic or tactical objective. 

I believe a person who is honest in stating that he

doesn’t expect to win, but is trying to draw votes from

one or more candidates who have turned their backs

on us (such as Sonny Perdue, once governor of

Georgia, who said he would have the former state

flag, with the battle flag in the canton made official

once again, but lied and did not), would gain respect

of the voters and maybe gain more votes than one who

was trying to accomplish the same goal, but who

professed to be trying to win.  Everyone trying to pick

a winner is what is wrong with our politics today.  We

need to do our part and leave the winning or losing as

candidates to God.

Tradition politics of liberal versus conservative and

voting for someone who we think we will have

influence with, or who might give us a job or some

other goodies has failed us.  Why not try becoming

single issue voters who look only at our heritage

issues in whatever political venue presents its self? 

It’s worth a try.  I know others have said that we can’t

win on our issues alone and I agree, if the object is to

get elected, but not if the object is to defeat someone. 

Over the years I have learned to campaign against

people rather than for them.  That way you are not

responsible for the winners.

A good general uses every weapon and tactic at his

command at the appropriate time.  Being able to

evaluate the battle field and respond in a timely

manner is what separates good from bad generals. 

Some battles must be fought even though they will be

lost, in order to gain time to muster the armies which

will win.  We don’t have the luxury or resources to

win in one big battle in the near future.  While I like

Ron Kennedy’s approach ,(Ron is one half of the

Kennedy brothers who, besides collaborating on their

first book, The South Was Right, have written several

others together and with other authors), I don’t think

we necessarily need to shoot for the vice presidency

the first time out.  We would be better to have the

Republican nominee publicly embrace our symbols

and win, than to nominate one of our own and cause

the defeat of the ticket because the rest of the nation (

including much of the South ) is not ready for what is

perceived as being too radical.

I fully appreciate Donnie Kennedy’s being unable to



run against Bush in the Georgia Republican primary

this time, but if it is not too late, someone needs to do

so.  Mike Crane or Elijah Coleman, both active in the

fight to keep Georgia’s flag, or someone less known in

Georgia might be the one this time.  We are not likely

to have conditions this favorable in the life time of the

youngest among us.  The FLAG issue is NOW!  We

don’t know what the conditions will be in 2007.  Our

candidate would be running heads up against W. with

no one expecting him to win or even do well.  Just

getting the name on the ballot, with no expenditure of

funds, only campaigning on the net and in newsletters

urging everyone who loves THE Georgia flag and

who wants too send Sonny a message, to register as a

Republican this time only, would be a way to get the

party’s attention, from Ralph Reed to Karl Rove. 

Don’t expect to win. We will be letting the

Republicans know they can’t take us for granted

anymore and the less money spent the better.  Ten to

seventeen percent of the vote would send the press

into a feeding frenzy and rock the foundations of the

RNC and neo con establishment.

I choose the figure 17% for a reason.  A little

background for non Mississippians.  Since 1894 our

State Flag had the Battle Flag in the canton corner and

a blue, white and red stripe.  In 2000 our Supreme

Court finally ruled in a decades old suit by the

NAACP, to have our flag declared unconstitutional. 

While ruling that it was not unconstitutional, the court

went on to declare that it was not official because it

was not carried forward when our code was updated in

the early 1900's.  The fact that the laws declaring

Jackson to be our Capitol and many others were also

not included, but later ratified through custom and

usage seem to have escaped the Justices’ notice.  Our

then Governor appointed a commission to design a

new flag.  The hearing created such a furor that the

Legislature set a special election to vote between the

new design or our old flag.  Members of the SCV

individually bought and sold at cost, yard signs of our

flag with “Vote April  17, 2001 to save Our Flag”on

the three stripes.  Mitch Tyner got 17% against Haley

Barbour in the primary in Mississippi.  Mitch was a

trial lawyer, the antithesis of a typical Republican.  No

doubt he had support from his fellow Democrat trial

lawyers, but he ran on the issue of our state flag.  The

tactic didn’t lead to the defeat of Barbour, but

Barbour was forced to embrace our flag and issues

when the polls didn’t look good for him.  The

Republican party purchased 25,000 yard signs and

50,000 bumper stickers with “Keep the Flag, Change

the Governor” on the background of Mississippi flag. 

Barbour appeared at Fall Muster at Beauvoir, the last

home of Jefferson Davis and Sunday afternoon on the

third weekend in October and pulled the lanyard on a

12 lb. Napoleon to start the battle.  I know some,

including myself, questioned his support for us in the

past, but our Christian Faith teaches repentance and

redemption.  While not putting my full weight won, I

am willing to see what he will do.  He has already

given us the victory of openly campaigning to support

our flag.  The MS. Division has been invited to march

in the inaugural parade in uniform with our flags

flying.  This gives us and our movement status in the

eyes of the Country Club set.  They now know they

need to get the gun toting redneck with the Battle Flag

sticker on his pickup to win. 

The Democrats counted on a black running for Lt.

Governor to maximize their base.  She did.  Haley at

first tried to court the minority vote, but when polls

showed him failing to get it, he changed course to

turning out the red necks.  He did, to the tune of

130,000 more votes than in the last election.  130,000

may not seem like that many until you consider that

less than 900,000 voted.  He would have won without

a single minority vote of the 6% minority vote he did

get.

Barbour found little support and some opposition

from the SCV until he publicly embraced our issues. 

He had made inquiries about obtaining our flag

petition signatures, but was politely rebuffed with the

explanation  that it would give him a false since of

security.  The temptation would be great to target that

list which didn’t have but a small portion of the 65%

that voted for our flag.  He decided to go public.  We

need to resist the temptation  to fall for private deals. 

By the way, the second tactic was accomplished in a

small way, when a prior defeated member of the

Mississippi House not only switched parties but joined

our local camp, before winning his former seat.  Some

people would rather fight than switch, but I would

rather switch and win than fight among ourselves.

In conclusion, let’s spend less time  fighting each

other when we disagree, and try to work together

using tactics and parties available to us as the

battlefield conditions warrant, and become a single

issue voting block as far as major parties are

concerned, and defeat the neo cons.  Parties  can only

be built or changed by red necks from the ground up.

Author’s Note: This article was written several

yrs. ago and to bring you, the current reader of

this article up to date, Mr. Ford has expounded on

some names mentioned in the original writing for

your clarification. 



THE SEVEN SIGNS OF

SOUTHERNNESS

______

Famous Southerners

On Being Southern

This Chapter is about being

Accommodating

======
WE TREAT EVERY SITUATION

AND PERSON AS SPECIAL.

++++++++++++++

“IN THE SOUTH, PEOPLE TAKE GREAT PLEASURE IN
OTHER PEOPLE’S LIVES.  THEY CONSIDER THEM WORKS

OF ART.  ECCENTRICS ARE DISCUSSED AND DOTED
UPON”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
JOHN BERENDT

“ISN’T THAT NICE”, MEEMAW SAID.  “TUPPERWARE...’
YOU WOULDN’T HAVE THOUGHT A MAN’S ENTIRE

HEAD WOULD FIT INTO A TUPPERWARE CONTAINER
DESIGNED TO HOLD A HEAD OF LETTUCE, BUT

CHESTER HAD A SMALL HEAD FOR A MAN HIS SIZE.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MARK CHILDRESS
IN CRAZY IN ALABAMA

“TO COACH (BEAR) BRYANT, THAT GUY WHO
PLAYED THREE PLAYS WAS JUST AS

IMPORTANT AS JOE NAMATH.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
JACKIE SHERRILL

HEAD COACH, MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY

“HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT ABOUT IT?—HOW HE (BILL
CLINTON) COULD LEAD PEOPLE TO CHRIST.”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
BILL CLINTON’S CHILDHOOD MAID,

WHO PRAYED THAT HE’D BECOME A PREACHER

“THE SOUTH IS THE FUTURE.  IT’S THE
FUTURE RIGHT NOW...IT WILL TEACH PEOPLE

TO BE MUCH KINDER TO EACH OTHER
AND MORE FORGIVING AND MORE EASYGOING
AND MORE NEIGHBORLY AND SIMPLY MORE 

FORBEARING AND GENUINELY MORE CONCERNED
ABOUT OTHER PEOPLE.”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
JAMES DICKEY

“HERE’S ANOTHER RULE FOR GETTING ALONG IN
THE SOUTH...NEVER, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES,

TELL US HOW IT’S DONE UP NORTH.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

JOHN SHELTON REED

“I’M A SOUTHERNER AND I KNOW
NEUROTIC BEHAVIOR.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

FAYE DUNAWAY
( IN HONOR OF NANCY FORD)

“KINDNESS IS A LANGUAGE WHICH THE DEAF
CAN HEAR AND THE BLIND CAN SEE.”

HEATHER WHITESTONE ---- MISS AMERICA

GRIZZARDISMS

The Wit and Wisdom of

LEWIS GRIZZARD

Religion

There’s nothing like a good fight

among Baptist

```````````````````

I remain convinced that if you live in the

Northeast and don’t go to Sunday school,

when you die you go to Newark.

_____________

I’m sure it’s in the Bible somewhere

that instant grits are an unholy hybrid

of the real thing.

+++++++++++++++

You recall the Sixth Commandment.  Moses

tried to get God to forget it in the first

place, but God didn’t know at the time that

the Playboy Channel would come along on

cable and make everybody want to 

commit adultery.

_______<<<<<<>>>>>>________

So what’s Buddhism, a religion for

fat people

############

For all my faults, I love my dog.  Heaven’s

got to be at least a little impressed by that.

************

I just hope heaven doesn’t run out of

Camels and fried chicken

%%%%%%%

My friend Virgil couldn’t have gotten

through the Pearly Gates with a gold

American Express card and written 

recommendations from three of the 

original disciples.

Our brother-in-Christ and long time SCV camp

member Mr. Sonny Ford really liked Lewis

Grizzard, because his wife, Miss Jo said so.  So

Miss Jo, this one is for Mr. Sonny.  You know, it

could be that he and Lewis are exchanging jokes

right this very minute!



CONDOLENCES

Mr. Sonny Ford of Laurel and a long time member of

the Jones County Rosin Heels went home to be with

his Lord a few weeks ago.  He had battled cancer for a

long time.  He and Miss Jo traveled to Meridian many

times and other places probably for part of his

treatment.  Whenever he wasn’t making some wise

crack he would just talk to you as an individual or

even a group about whatever was on his mind and

always before he finished, even when you knew he

was not feeling well at that moment, he always gave

Christ the honor and glory for everything.  He never

missed a chance to point someone to the Cross before

he left their presence.  He truly loved his Lord and

looked forward to the day when he would be with him

in paradise, just as it says in His holy word.  He will

be missed by many, including this writer.

THOMAS JONATHAN JACKSON

1824 - 1863

           

Next to Robert E. Lee himself, Thomas J. Jackson is

the most revered of all Confederate commanders.  A

graduate of West Point ( 1846 ), he had served in the

artillery in the Mexican War, earning two brevets,

before resigning too accept a professorship at the

Virginia Military Institute.  Thought strange by the

cadets, he earned “Tom Fool Jackson” and “Old Blue

Light” as nicknames.

Upon the outbreak of the War for Southern

Independence he was commissioned a colonel in the

Virginia forces and dispatched to Harpers Ferry where

he was active in organizing the raw recruits until

relieved by Joe Johnston.  His later assignments

included: commanding 1  Brigade, /Army of thest

Shenandoah ( May -July 20, 1861 ): brigadier general,

CSA June 17,1861): commanding 1  Brigade, 2st nd

Corps, Army of the Potomac July 20 - October 1861 ): 

major general, CSA 9 October 7, 1861 - June 26,

1862 ): commanding 2  Corps, Army of Northernnd

Virginia June 26, 1862 - May 2, 1863 ): and lieutenant

general, CSA ( October 10, 1862 ).

Leaving Harpers Ferry, his brigade moved

with Johnston to join Beauregard at Manassas.  In the

fight at 1  Manassas they were so distinguished thatst

both the brigade and its commander were dubbed

“Stonewall” by General Barnard Bee.  ( However, Bee

may have bee complaining that Jackson was not

coming to his support ).  The 1  Brigade was the onlyst

Confederate brigade to have its nickname become its

official designation That fall Jackson was given

command of the Valley with a promotion to major

general.

That winter he launched a dismal campaign

into the western part of the state that resulted in a long

feud with General William Loring and cause Jackson

to submit his resignation, which he was talked out of. 

In March he launched an attack on what he thought

was a Union rear guard at Kerstown.  Faulty

intelligence from his cavalry chief, Turner Ashby, led

to a defeat.  A religious man, Jackson always regretted

having fought on a Sunday.  But the defeat had the

desired result, halting reinforcements being sent too

McClellan’s army from the Valley.  In May Jackson

defeated Fremont’s advance at McDowell and later

that month launched a brilliant campaign that kept

several Union commanders in the area off balance. 

He won victories at Front Royal, 1  Winchester, Crossst

Keys, and Port Republic.  He then joined Lee in the

defense of Richmond but displayed a lack of vigor

during the Seven Days.

Detached from Lee, he swung off to the north

too face John Pope’s army and after a slipshod battle

at Cedar Mountain, slipped behind Pope and captured

his Manassas junction supply base.  He then hid along

an incomplete branch railroad ad awaited Lee and

Longstreet.  Attacked before they arrived, he held on

until Longstreet could launch a devastating attack

which brought a second Manassas victory.

In the invasion of Maryland, Jackson was

detached too capture Harpers Ferry and was

afterwards distinguished at Antietam with Lee.  He

was promoted after this and given command of the

now-official 2  Corps.  It had been known as a wingnd

or command before this.  He was disappointed with

the victory at Fredericksburg because it could not be

followed up.  In his greatest day he led his corps

around the Union right flank at Chancellorsville and

routed the 11  Corps.  Reconnoitering that night, heth

was returning to his own lines when he was mortally

wounded by some of his own men.

Following the amputation of his arm, he died

eight days later on May 10, 1863, from pneumonia. 

Lee wrote of im with deep feeling: ‘He has lost his left

arm; but I have lost my right arm” A superb

commander, he had several faults.  Personnel

problems haunted him, as in the feuds with Loring and

with Garnett after Kernstown.  His choices for



promotion were often not first rate.  He did not give

subordinated enough latitude, which denied them the

training for higher positions under Lee’s loose

command style   This was especially devastating in the

case of his immediate successor, Richard Ewell. 

Although he was sometime balky when in a

subordinate position, Jackson was supreme on his on

hook.  Stonewall Jackson is buried in Lexington,

Virginia.

 QUOTES FROM GENERAL JACKSON

“Captain, my religious belief teaches me to feel as safe in battle
as in bed.  God has fixed the time for my death.  I do not
concern myself about that, but to be always ready, no matter
when it may overtake me.”  He added, after a pause, looking
me full in the face: “That is the way all men should live, and
then all would be equally brave.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

You may be whatever you resolve to be
( From Jackson’s Personal Journal ).
In my tent last night, after a fatiguing day’s service,
I remembered that I failed to send a contribution for our
colored Sunday school.  Enclosed you will find a check for that
object, which please acknowledge at your earliest convenience
and oblige yours faithfully.
( Lt. General Thomas Jackson, in a letter to his Pastor )

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Don’t say it’s impossible! Turn your command over to the
next officer.  If he can’t do it, I’ll find someone wh can, even if
I have to take him from the ranks!”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“When war does come, my advice is to draw the sword and
throw away the scabbard”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~`

“I yield to no man in sympathy for the gallant men under my
command; but I am obliged to sweat them tonight, so that I
may save their blood tomorrow.”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Shoot the brave officers, and the cowards will run away and
take the men with them. – To Richard S. Ewell

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Close up, men, close up; push on, push on. – Stonewall
Jackson’s commonly used phrase.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“This army stays here until the last wounded man is removed. 
Before I will leave them to the enemy, I will lose many more
men. - Winchester, 1862

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Never take counsel of your fears.”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“If you desire to be more heavenly minded, think more of the
things of heaven, and less of the things of earth.”

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“What is life without honor ?  Degradation is worse than
death.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Duty is ours; consequences are God’s

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Let us cross over the river, and rest under the shade of the
trees. . . .( The General’s Last Words )

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

TYPE IN VMI INSTITUTE ARCHIVES & PAPERS
The book by James I. Robertson - Stonewall Jackson-the Man,
the Soldier, the Legend, contains an excellent & comprehensive
bibliography of primary & secondary resources -modern &
older sources.

   

          

                      

                      

          

The Maxims of

ROBERT E. LEE

For Young Gentlemen

Compiled and edited by Richard G. Williams, Jr.

Foreword by John J. Dwyer

Lee’s Definition of

a Gentleman

~~~~~~

“The forebearing use of power does not only form

a touchstone, but the manner in which an individual

enjoys certain advantages over others is a test of a true

gentleman.  The power which the strong have over the

weak, the magistrate over the citizen, and employer

over the employed, the educated over the unlettered,

the experienced over the confiding, even the clever

over the silly—the forbearing or inoffensive use of all



this power or authority, or a total abstinence from it

when the case admits it, will show the gentleman in a

plain light.  The gentleman does not needlessly and

unnecessarily remind an offender of a wrong he may

have committed against him.  He cannot only forgive,

he can forget; and he strives for that nobleness of self

and mildness of character which impart sufficient

strength to let the past be but the past.  A true man of

honor feels humble himself when he cannot help

humbling others.”

From Lee’s own handwriting

found in Lee’s worn military

                                 Satchel after his death by              

                        Rev. J. William Jones

CHAPTER 3

Christian Faith

~~~~~~~

“M y chief concern is to try to be an humble,

earnest Christian.”

R.E. Lee

“The strict moral character and manifest talent his

peers had always admired were infused now with a

greater glow of affectionate outreach which changed

their respect to devotion....Everybody and

everything–his family, his friends, his horse, and his

dog, loves Colonel Lee.”  Robert E. Lee was a “new

creature in Christ.”  He had chosen the narrow path

and his decision would prove to be a godly influence

upon countless others who would also choose that

same path.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“The Bible is the Book of Books.”

Lee’s estimate of the Scriptures

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Above all things, learn at once to worship your

Creator and to do His will as revealed in His Holy

Book.”  — General lee’s advice to a child who had

been named after him.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“May God give you strength to bear the affliction

He has imposed, and produce future joy out of

your present misery, is my earnest prayer.”----

General Lee too Daughter-in-law Charlotte,

reflecting upon the death of her infant daughter.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“As soon as I order them forward into battle, I

leave my army in the hands of God.”----Lee on

God’s watch–care.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“I believe a kind God has ordered all things for

our good.”----General Lee to his wife, 4 December

1863

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“My whole trust is in God, and I am ready for

whatever He may ordain.”—General lee to his son,

Fitzhugh, 24 April 1864.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“Let us then oppose constancy too adversity,

fortitude to suffering, and courage too danger,

with the firm assurance that He who gave freedom

to our fathers will bless the efforts of their children

to preserve it.” —From Lee’s General Order No.

2, 14 February 1865.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“God provides for our pleasure in every way.”

—General Lee to one of his daughters, 25 December

1861.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“With calm satisfaction, trust in God and leave

results to Him.”----General Lee to Rev. J. William

Jones.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“We must all try to be good Christians—that is the

most important thing.”—General Lee to a five year

old boy.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“No day should be lived unless it was begun with a

prayer of thankfulness and an intercession for

guidance.”—General Lee—The General was

notoriously strict with his family about being on time

for morning prayers—promptly at 7 AM.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“I dread the thought of any student going away

from the college without becoming a sincere

Christian.”—General Lee to Dr. William White,

Stonewall Jackson’s Pastor.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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OBAM A’S SYSTEM, GOVT. & COUNTRY

Ineptocracy ( in-ep-toc-ra-cy ) – a system of

government where the least capable to lead are

elected by the least capable of producing, and

where the members of society least likely too

sustain themselves or succeed, are rewarded with

goods and services paid for by the confiscated

wealth of a diminishing number of producers.

This comes to us by way of Mr. Joe Payne of Jones

County, MS. – Thank you

Short and to the point, says it all.

ROSIN HEEL WEBPAGE 

That’s right, we’ve got one.  Just type in Jones County

Rosin Heels, SCV or Sons of Confederate Veterans

and it will lead you to it.  There may have been a

couple of our guys get this started but, it seems that

good ol Don 

Green is in charge of it now.    If this information is

wrong remember call Carl or Nancy Ford who handle

the complaint line.  All of you need to check it out ,

cause its purty good, and shows and tells about all the

things our camp does each year.  Well, at least what is

fit for public consumption.  And while your at it ,

contact Don Juan Green and give him a big ol thank

you.  No hugs and kisses please, you see he’s kinda

shy.    

NEW MEMBER

Mr. Jerry Bernard Kirk from Laurel has joined the

camp on his g-g-grandfather, Rasmus Jepthy Gipson

aka - Jepthy Eramus Gipson, from Kemper Co. &

Neshoba Co. MS., who was a pvt. In Co. F 40 , MS.th

Inf. and was paroled in Oct. 1864.  He’s buried in

Neshoba, MS. In Boyd Cemetery.

We welcome Mr. Jerry and his family into the ranks

of the Jones County Rosin Heels  — Camp 227. 

Another Southerner that’s not ashamed of his heritage.

If you have joined the camp in the last few months

and you and your ancestor were not included in

one of our newsletters please call George Jaynes at

649-1867 during the day and he will make sure

that situation is corrected.  Apologies to anyone

that has not been included and recognized as a new

member.

ON THE DEATH OF GENERAL JACKSON

[ Literary Messenger, June, 1863. ]

     Our idol has been taken from us.  The man we

delighted most to honor, the chieftain loved and

trusted beyond all others, is no more !  Stonewall

Jackson is no more !  Thank heaven, he was not slain

by the foe, nor can it be said that he was killed by his

own men.  The wounds they inflicted, though painful,

were not enough of themselves to destroy his precious

life.  Still less fatal in itself was the cold bandage,

which is said to have brought on the attack of

pneumonia under which he succumbed.

     Looking to all the antecedents of his death, we are

forced to the conviction that this God-given leader

was taken away by the all-wise Giver for beneficent

reasons.  His hour was come; his work was done.  Let

us bow humbly to the sad decree.

     Jackson leaves a void which no man can fill.  But

his imperishable spirit lingers in the breasts of his

soldiers.  His courage and his fame, his blameless life

and steadfast faith in the cause, still inspire the people

in whose defence he died.  They owe it to his spotless

memory to make good the holy cause in which he

perished, and by God’s blessing they will not prove

recreant to the sacred trust.  If the blood of martyrs be

the seed of the Church, the blood of heroes is the life-

giving dew to the germs of liberty.  The cause is

doubly safe since Jackson’s blood has consecrated it.

GOVERNOR’S PARADE

The parade in Jackson was cancelled due to the

heavy rains that developed that day.  So it has been

rescheduled for Jan. 21  , at the same time. st

Everybody will once again gather at the

fairgrounds and begin to line-up about 12:30, with

the parade planned to begin around 2 PM.  If we

can go and participate for Haley Barbour, then

surely we should all make an effort to be there for

a fellow SCV member.  That’s right, he has been a

member for about four years in the Pearl camp. 

Remember also, this year we were half way

through the month of April when finally Phil

Bryant, the Lt. Gov. had to make the declaration

making April Confederate Heritage M onth.  It

seems our out going Gov. got what he wanted from

us and didn’t care whether or not he declared the

proclamation like he had been doing.  So, lets make

plans to go and show Mr. Phil that we support him

from the start!!

http://www.pelicanpub.com
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